
are now leaking out. The following plan has been adopted,
which is ready to be submitted to the Diet of Lower Austria
for enactment into law. A special sanitary commission is to
take charge of all public medical institutions, including hos¬
pitals, asylums, sanatoriums, clinics and street ambulance
corps. The property of all these institutions is to remain
their own. All funds, grants,· gifts, donations, present or

future, are also to be administered by the commission, which
would also represent these institutions before the courts and
the public magistrates.

The chief point is the division of the hospitals into those
of Vienna and those of Lower Austria. In Vienna there are
the following hospitals:

Mods. Beds
Wards. Normally. Maximally.

Allgemeines Krankenhaus
...

150 1,933 2,250
Wiedner Krankenhaus. 32 505 580
RudolfStiftung. 59 860 960
Franz Josef Spital ( isolation ) . 143 726 894
Elisabeth Spital. 72 560 608
Stephanie Spital. 8 108 130
Wilhelmina Spital. 53 425 550

and two smaller hospitals, besides the children's hospitals,
numbering five altogether; the Leopoldstädter Kinderspital,
with 117 beds; the Kronprinz liudolf Kinderspital, with 72
beds; the St. Josef Spital, with 100; the St. Anna Spital,
with 120, and the Karoliner Spital with 50 beds, and the
Policlinik with 130 beds; thus institutions with nearly 7,000
beds will be managed by the commission in Vienna, while
another 1,300 beds in the country hospitals will also come
under the influence of this body. In order to bring the equip¬
ment of all these institutions up to the necessary standard,
and for purposes of new establishments, a loan of 38,000,000
crowns ($7,500,000) is necessary. The charge per patient
per day will be 2.60 or 3 crowns (52 or 60 cents), which must
be paid either by the patient or by his native municipality,
if he is without means.

There are several points in connection with this grand
scheme which require careful consideration on the part of
the profession. First of all. at present, the ruling party in
Lower Austria is not too friendly with medical men as a

body. The management of the entire hospitals gives this
party an enormous influence over doctors, and the ruling
party has never shown that it abstains from using its power
for its own benefit without heeding anything else. As one

of the points of the new arrangements deals also with the
appointment of medical men, and as this is also proposed to
be at the discretion of the managing board—only restricted
in so far as the appointment must be given to one of three
men recommended by a combined board of medical men and
county councilors—an enormous danger threatens the profes¬
sion. Already a very active resistance is prepared in medical
circles against this clause. It is intended to remove all inter¬
ference on the part of the commission in all matters pertain¬
ing to hospital appointments except as regards payment. We
have seen too much of party nepotism to expect good results
from this kind of control of public hospitals. Another clause
which concerns us very deeply is the fact that also the clinics
are to be handed over to the commission. In several letters
to The Journal it has been explained what difficulties were
encountered when a vacancy had to be filled by a competent,
eminent professor. This would make matters worse still,
owing to the well-known opposition of the party in power
to all advance of science. And there is little hope that in a

short time its power could be overthrown. Therefore it is
expected that due pressure will be brought to bear on the
government to retain control over all teaching institutions,
including clinics, and to hand over to the commission only the
other hospitals. The announcement of the entire plan has
not been received by the public with uniform satisfaction,
because the enormous expenditures of public money (as it is
said, in party interests) in building the Steinhof Asylum
has made the population rather distrustful of the financial
management of their "fathers." On the other hand, the
existence of a certain body responsible for the management
of all hospitals, endowed with full power to erect new houses
for medical purposes and possessing sufficient funds, instead
of the eternal conflicts of the present day. would be a boon
to the sick poor of the country. The population of Lower
Austria being some 3,500.000, it must be conceded that 8,300
beds are not sufficient for the needs of poor patients. If the
commission would actually rullìi its alleged purpose, then
its existence would tend toward the public welfare. At all
events, we must be careful and watch over the interest of
the public as well as over our own

Pharmacology
TWO MORE "CANCER CURES" CHECKED*

The Chamlee Cancer Cure Declared a Fraud by the Post-office
Department

Three weeks ago we called attention to the scheme which
S. R. Chamlee, M.D., of St. Louis, was working to get around
the restriction that had been imposed on bis cancer "curing"
activities by a fraud order issued by the government. Cham¬
lee, it will be remembered, operated one of the now fast-dis¬
appearing "cancer cure" frauds and attempted to frighten the
impressionable by advertising that "in woman's breast any
lump is cancer." After the postal authorities had refused the
use of the United States mails to Chamlee he sent out letters
to his prospective victims telling them to send their money
by express money order addressed to the "St. Louis Sanita¬
rium Company" and he would send the "medicine" by express.
As soon as the attempted evasion was brought to the atten¬
tion of the officials the fraud order was extended to cover
the "St. Louis Sanitarium Company."

As these lines are being written it has been brought to the
attention of The Journal that Chamlee is now soliciting
business under the title "United Specialists Cancer Cure
Company" at the same address as of old; doubtless the
fraud order will receive yet further extension.

In the memorandum submitted to the postmaster-general
Chamlee's methods are described at some length. Chamlee
represented that he could "cure cancer without knife or pain"
by sending certain medicines to the patiexit to be used at
home. The treatment was, of course, "the greatest discovery"
and wonder of the world," and the "cure" was "absolutely
guaranteed," for Chamlee possessed the "only perfect cancer
cure known to science." There were many more falsehoods to
the same effect.

The price asked for the "medicine to cure the cancer . . .

including everything necessary," was $25, which was reduced
to $15 if the first few letters failed to "land" the victims.
A patient who filled in a question blank and sent $15 received
a twelve-ounce bottle containing a dark colored liquid labeled
"Dr. Chamlee's Cancer Specific." This was to be taken inter¬
nally, a teaspoonful in water before or after meals. Another
bottle came with the "treatment" and contained a dark colored
liquid with directions to "apply to the surface of sore twice
a day. Let dry a moment, then cover over with the black
salve spread thinly on a cloth." There were five packages of
the "black salve." Analysis of these "remedies" made in the
government laboratories gave the following results :

No. 1.—"Cancer Specific" for Internal Use
Strychnin 1
Iron [ .traces
Saccharin )
Alcohol. 6-00 per cent.
Water. 93.50 per cent.

No. 2.—External Application
Alcohol. 22·00 per cent.
Water. 21.81 per cent.

Glycerin .large amount
Tannin
Carbolic acid
Opium

No. 3.—"Black Salve"
Resin
Beeswax
Fat

And these were the materials with which the cancer was to
be ••cured" at from $15 to $25 a "treatment."

The assistant attorney-general, in summing up his recom¬

mendations to the postmaster-general, said:
"I am satisfied that said [Chamlee's] business is not con¬

ducted in good faith, but merely as a scheme to fraudulently
* A much more complete account of these two cases is published

in pamphlet form, entitled, "A Duo of Cancer Fakes;" it is sold at
four cents a copy. This is a companion pamphlet to "A Trio of
Cancer Fakes." which deals with the Curry Cancer Cure Co., the
B. F. Bye Sanitarium and the L. T. Leach Cancer Cure; it also sells
for four cents a copy.
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extort money without intending to return therefor the serv¬
ices promised and without any belief that patients with can¬

cer can be cured as represented. ... I therefore recom¬

mend that a fraud order be issued against said party." This
recommendation the postmaster-general accepted and the fraud
order was issued.

The William 0. Bye Cancer Cure Declared Fraudulent
The Bye family is well known to all who have given even

a cursory study to the "cancer cure" phase of quackery. The
latest—and we believe last—one of this family to be
put out of business by being denied the use of the
United States mails is W. 0. Bye of Kansas City, Mo. This
individual had his license to practice medicine revoked by the
Board of Health of the State of Missouri in 1908, but by
appealing to the courts he, unfortunately for the good name
of the state, compelled the setting aside of the order of
revocation.

Bye is associated in his business of "curing" cancer with
one B. F. Freeman, M.D., and the business is also conducted
under the name of Drs. Bye and Freeman. As may be remem¬

bered, the members of the Bye family "cure" cancer by means

of a "soothing, balmy oil," which unimaginative chemists have
shown to be nothing more wonderful than ordinary cotton¬
seed oil. W. 0. Bye used the methods common to his kind:
lying claims, imitation typewritten letters, "testimonials," etc.
He, too, had "an infallible cure for all forms of cancer" which
would "remove every vestige of the cancer virus," for the mod¬
erate price of $25, reduced when victims hesitated to $12.50.
A patient sending for the treatment received three bottles
of liquid, a box of tablets and three boxes of ointment. These
were analyzed by the government chemists and the results
obtained were briefly as follows:

No. 1.—"Prescription No. 0. :" Practically the same as syrup of
sarsaparilla.

No. 2.—"Prescription No. 4 :" Almond oil mixed with cotton¬
seed oil.

No. 3.—"Prescription No. 120 :" Compressed tablets of talcum
and sugar."

No. 4.—"Prescription No. 90 :" Petrolatum.
No. 5.—"Prescription No. 220 :" Practically the same as

cataplasma kaolini.
In attempting to vindicate his method of treatment Bye

relied largely on the deposition of witnesses that had been
taken in his fight against the Missouri State Board of Health.
These depositions were to the effect that the witnesses had
been afflicted with, what their local physicians had in many
instances pronounced, cancer, and which Bye's treatment had
cured. The government officials produced correspondence from
thè physicians referred to in the depositions showing that
in nearly every instance the physicians denied having made
the diagnosis claimed, and in every instance showing that
no microscopic examination had been made from which it
could have been positively said that the trouble was cancer.

Summed up, the evidence showed that Bye and Freeman
were conducting a fraudulent scheme, and on the recommenda¬
tion of the assistant attorney-general the postmaster-general
issued a fraud order against them.

Meeting of the Board of Trustees of the United States Phar¬
macopeial Convention

The board met at the Chittenden Hotel, Columbus, Ohio,
January 28 and 29. The following were present: Dr. James
H. Beai, Scio, O., acting chairman; F. W. Meissner, La Porte,
Ind.; Prof. Joseph P. Remington, Philadelphia; Dr. George H.
Simmons, Chicago, 111.; Dr. H. M. Whelpley, St. Louis, Mo.,
and the secretary of the board, Dr. Murray Galt Motter,
Washington, D. C.

A special committee reported on use of the text of the
Pharmacopeia by other books. A signed agreement with one

publisher was submitted and a committee, consisting of Beai,
Remington and Motter was appointed with power to act in
protecting the Pharmacopeial copyright in a case which has
not been satisfactorily settled.

The constitution of the U. S. P. convention provides for the
admission of delegates to the May 10, 1910, convention from

certain classes of organizations and from certain specifically
named associations and government departments. Amend¬
ments to the constitution must receive the affirmative vote
of at least five members of the board of trustees before being
submitted to the convention, where a three-fourths vote of
the delegates constituting the convention is required to pass
an amendment to the constitution. The board of trustees
received a long list of communications from various local
associations, some national organizations, state boards of
pharmacy, state associations, teaching institutions, and other
pharmaceutical and medical bodies, not provided for in the
constitution, all requesting the board of trustees to submit
to the convention amendments to the constitution, providing
for the admission of additional delegates. The board decided
to submit for the consideration of the convention amendments
providing for delegates from the National Wholesale Drug¬
gists' Association, the National Dental Association, the Asso¬
ciation of State and National Food and Dairy Departments,
and the Department of Commerce and Labor of the United
States Government. It will require a three-fourths vote of
the convention to adopt these amendments and seat the dele¬
gates.

The board of trustees passed a resolution recommending to
the convention that representatives of the University of
Havana be accorded the privileges of the floor.

The board passed a vote of thanks to Professor Diaz of the
University of Havana for the services he has rendered phar¬
macy in translating the text of the United States Pharma¬
copeia into Spanish.

A motion recommended to the convention an amendement
to the constitution, reducing the required period of incorpora¬
tion for teaching institutions and state associations repre¬
sented in the convention from five to two years, was lost.

The board will recommend to the convention an amendment
to the constitution, providing for a general committee on

revision of fifty members which is to elect from its own num¬

ber an executive committee on revision of fifteen members.
The amendment will provide certain duties for each com¬

mittee.
The text of the various amendments will be submitted to

the pharmaceutical and medical journals of the United States
by the secretary of the board of trustees. Parties interested
can obtain copies of the constitution and by-laws by address¬
ing Dr. Murray Galt Motter, 1841 Summit Ave., Washington,
D. C.

The board of trustees recommends to the convention that
a revised edition of the Pharmacopeia be prepared five years
after the publication of the U. S. P. IX, if in the judgment
of the committee of revision and the board of trustees such
a revision is desirable.

Dr. C. S. N. Hallberg, of Chicago, submitted a communica¬
tion in regard to prescription statistics and was authorized
to complete the work.

The committee on arrangements was authorized to engage
the services of a competent stenographer to report the 1910
convention. Provision was made for an assistant to the sec¬

retary of the board of trustees.
The provisions for badges and buttons and the publication

of a list of delegates to the convention was referred to the
committee on arrangements, with power to act.

The local committee of arrangements was instructed to
invite the dean of the ministerial corps, Senor Calvo, to
address the 1910 convention.

The additional two thousand copies of the Spanish edition
of the Pharmacopeia have been printed and satisfactory sales
are reported.

The board adjourned to meet at the New Willard Hotel,
Washington, D. C, May 9, at 10 a. m.

H. M. Whelpley, Secretary U. S. P. Convention.

Exposures of the False Claims of Nostrum Makers are'
getting before the public more and more. Every time a drug¬
gist reads one of these exposures he would do well to pause
long enough to formulate -a reply to the question, What must
the intelligent portion of the public think of a man who
endorses these fakes for a profit?—Druggists Circular.
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